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Last year, we came together with stakeholders to create our
strategic plan; our vision for the future of the district.  The
open meetings brought together parents, students,
teachers, administrators, and board members.  The result is
our strategic plan.  
 
The strategic plan details four strands, or areas, of focus.
These include:


Student Academic Competencies
Staff Professional  Development
Safety & Security
Communication


 
I  encourage you to review the full Strategic Plan, found on
the district website (www.bernardsboe.com) for a
comprehensive overview of this work.
 
The Communication Strand of the strategic plan addresses
our desire to improve communications between the school
district and all stakeholders.  Bernards Township Connect
is one of the ways we are going to accomplish this goal.  We
want to engage in dialogue with the community on district
initiatives.  Please see Page 6 for information about
opportunities to participate!


What is Bernards Township
Schools Connect?
by Kristin Fox, Assistant Superintendent Curriculum
& Instruction
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http://www.bernardsboe.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3096886/File/District/Presentations/Bernards_Township_Public_Schools_Strategic_Plan_2019-2024.pdf





by Kathy Stotler, World Language/ELL  Supervisor


P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H


"Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think." 
- Albert Einstein


New Elementary Programs


Information & Digital Literacy


The return of Elementary Spanish!


by Tom Misiak, Science & Technology Supervisor


The World Language department is
excited to announce the start of its
elementary Spanish program. 
Students in grades 4 and 5 are
exposed to two 30-minute classes
each week taught by a certified
Spanish teacher. Classes are taught
primarily in Spanish and aim to
build the interpretive, interpersonal
and presentational skills of each
learner.  Each unit will walk
students through different cultures
and perspectives while acquiring
the Spanish Language.


During the summer of 2019, the entire K-5 media and computer curricula were updated into a single
combined program: Information and Digital Literacy.  The course is jointly taught by a media specialist
and a technology teacher on an A week/B week schedule where students receive instruction from the
computer teacher one week and the media specialist the following week during each grades' "special"
period.  There are six thematic units, 3 focused upon by the media specialist and 3 focused upon by the
technology teacher, and they are repeated in all six grades kindergarten through fifth grade.  The six
thematic units "spiral" and therefore are intertwined with one another and revisited multiple times
throughout each school year.  Those six units, split into their subgroups of "Media" and "Technology" are:
 
Media                                                           Technology     
     Library Citizenship                                             Digital Citizenship     
     Literature Appreciation                                    Educational Technology Skills     
     Information Literacy                                          Programming
 
Overall, this is a skills-based curriculum.  Highlights from the media portion of the program include
skills such as selecting an appropriate book for either research or leisure reading and vetting resources
for accuracy and appropriateness.  Units included in the technology portion of the curriculum focus
upon such skills as organizing electronic files and folders, developing proficiency with the Microsoft
Office Suite and Google Suite for using software to complete assignments, and employing safe habits
when using the internet.  As the district just revised the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) for electronic
devices into an updated Responsible Use Policy (RUP), several aspects regarding safe and appropriate
use of technology will reflect upon these guidelines in an effort to help students make good decisions
when utilizing technology.


To learn a language


is to have one more


window from


which to look at the


world. - Chinese


Proverb
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QUEST: The Schoolwide Enrichment Model
Visit the new QUEST website, linked HERE 


Upcoming Parent Information Sessions:


 


by Kristin Fox, Assistant Superintendent Curriculum & Instruction


Last year, the district endeavored to expand our students'
enrichment opportunities beyond those provided to students in
the Accelerated Math program.  A review committee worked
together to recommend changes to our existing program.  The
result is the  implementation of a Schoolwide Enrichment Triad
Model, called QUEST.  You can read a summary of that work on
the QUEST website (linked above)  which also includes a video
overview of the model presented by its founder,  Joseph Renzulli. 


The
Enrichment


Triad Model. 


Type I.  Activities that expose students to topics through 
 “Interest Building” activities not normally covered in the
essential curriculum. Guest speakers, demonstrations, field
trips, documentaries and other resources are available to
expose students to a wide variety of disciplines, topics,
occupations, and hobbies. The goal of Type I activities is to
stimulate new interests that individuals or small groups of
students may choose to pursue through intensive studies.
Type II. Activities that teach students "how to" skills needed
to develop proficiency in an area of interest. Individual
students or small groups of students engage in research
investigations in an area of personal interest. Students
learn and develop advanced research skills and thinking
skills such as critical inquiry, problem-solving, and creative
thinking.  These learning activities encourage high-level
thinking and reasoning skills.
 Type III.  Individual students or small groups of students
engage in research investigations in an area of personal
interest. These learning activities allow students to think,
feel, and act like practicing professionals. Students conduct
research, gather data, solve problems, and create a final
product that is shared with an appropriate audience.  


The Bernards Township School District is required by the New
Jersey Department of Education (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1) and by the
Bernards Township Board of Education (Policy 2464) to provide
services to meet the needs of students who have been identified
as gifted and talented. New Jersey defines gifted students as,
"those exceptionally able pupils who possess or demonstrate
high levels of abilities, in one or more content areas, when
compared to their chronological peers in the district and who
require modification of their educational program if they are to
achieve in accordance with their capabilities."  Further, it
requires each school district to establish a process to identify
students as gifted and talented using multiple measures. 
 
The new identification process is outlined in detail on the
QUEST website, linked above.  Through this process, the top     
 5-7% of students in each grade level were identified for Type III
advanced learning opportunities in two areas, STEAM and
Humanities.  
 
Students identified will participate in Tier I, II, and III activities
that center around a project based curriculum.  It is the goal of
each QUEST group to complete 1 project per trimester.  Students
in Grades 3-5 will have a weekly block of time with the QUEST
teacher, while students in K-2 will be provided with advanced
learning opportunities by the QUEST teacher within their
regular classroom.  


The Schoolwide Enrichment Triad Model
provides three types of  interdependent learning
activities for students with different abilities and
interests.  


Identification Process


Introduction
The QUEST (Question, Understand, Explore, Seek, Think) program
is based on the belief that talents emerge when students are given
opportunities to develop and display abilities in their area of talent
and interest.  Through three types of enrichment, the QUEST
program will provide varied enrichment opportunities for all
students through special presentations, in-class enrichment
experiences, or small group interest based projects


Programming
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All students will have the opportunity to participate in Tier I
learning activities, which are designed to inspire interest in
new topics. Tier II and III learning activities are also open to
motivated students who demonstrate the ability to work
independently. 


In addition to QUEST,  all K-5 students in Bernards
Township have access to the Renzulli Learning System
which helps students and teachers learn about and explore
their greatest interests.  For more information about
Renzulli Learning,  please visit https://renzullilearning.com.



https://sites.google.com/bernardsboe.com/quest/home





by Michael Fackelman, Supervisor of Fine & Performing Arts


Dance is the
hidden


language of the
soul.  - Martha


Graham


William Annin adds Dance & Theater!


Dance and Theater are new offerings at WAMS this school year
and they are both off to a great start!  All students in 7th grade
receive a Dance Cycle class where students are exposed to a
variety of movement activities, as well as choreography.  The
classes are meant to engage all students from the very
beginning with a regular routine of stretching and warm-up
exercises that lead right into the main lesson activity. 
 


Health Curriculum Review/Expanded Health 10 at Ridge


Until this year, our Health and Physical Education program included Health instruction in Grades 9, 11 and 12
and Driver's Education in Grade 10.  The result was a gap between the end of the 1st marking period of
freshman year until the 4th marking period of junior year, leaving no time to address important health topics. 
 For this reason, Health 10 was added and will provide students with three weeks of health curriculum at the
beginning of the 2nd marking period. Additionally, Health 11 was moved to the 3rd marking period to alleviate
AP conflicts. The additional time has allowed us to re-sequence the curriculum and build in time for more
depth on the most important and relevant topics.
 
The curricular changes were proposed by a team of Health educators and our student assistance counselors. 
 Changes were based on a combination of 2018 Ridge High School Health student surveys, SAC reports,
anecdotal feedback and Health teacher input as well as national trends and NJ state standards in Health
Education.  Statistical data and anecdotal feedback have indicated that drugs and alcohol; mental health; and
safe sex practices are the three areas most relevant to our 10th grade population.  
 
The 2019 review examined the entire high school Health curriculum- all lessons and units have been updated
to reflect a focus on the skill development of our students, rather than strictly content. Over the past two years,
Social and Emotional Learning has become a focus for the Bernards Township School District.  Our revised
Health Curriculum reflects an enhanced social emotional focus for our students- not just the memorization of
material.  Our lessons, materials, and assessments have also been reviewed and many have been updated to
provide our learners with experiences to arm them with tools and strategies to help navigate their lives in a
positive and healthy way.


This table outlines the 2019
revised Health curriculum. 
The scope and sequence in
the table provides the main
topics taught in Grades 9, 11
and 12 as revised and a more
detailed description of the
new units in Health 10.


Revised Health


Curriculum Scope &


Sequence 2019


Additional Skills Based Instruction Resources


-Taking a Skills-Based Approach to Social and Emotional Learning - Erin Lumpkins
https://www.shapeamerica.org/uploads/pdfs/2018/resources/Social_Emotional_Learning_Erin_Lumpkins.pdf-


-Shape America:  Activity Ideas:  Skills Based Health Education
https://www.shapeamerica.org/publications/resources/skills-based_health_education.aspx


New for 8th grade students are semester offerings in dance
and theater.  Dance students are taught a variety of dance
genres that include jazz, hip-hop and some classical styles. 
 Theater 8 involves students in many aspects of
performance and public speaking, as well as pantomime,
improvisation and careers in theater.


For the full Health 10 curriculum, go to
the District website --> Curriculum-->


All District Curriculum 
Linked HERE 


 
Search for Health 10  - 2019
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by Richard Shello, Supervisor of Health & Physical Education, Athletic Director 



https://sites.google.com/view/btsdcia/all-district-curriculum





by David Hunscher, Supervisor of English Language Arts


Introduction to Psychology is a full-year,
unweighted, academic elective available to
juniors and seniors at Ridge High School. 
Enrolled students who satisfy the Raritan Valley
Community College prerequisite criteria may
choose to receive dual enrollment credit from
RVCC upon successful completion of the course,
which may be transferred to other 2 and 4 year
colleges and universities.    The course rounds
out the Psychology offerings at Ridge, which
previously included semester-long college
preparatory and full-year Advanced Placement
courses.  Introduction to Psychology presents a
broad survey of basic concepts, theories, and
research in the field of psychology that explores
the interaction among biological, social, and
personal influences that describe, explain,
predict, and control behavior.   The course
features a writing experience that will allow
students to further explore the topic of their
choice from among those featured in the course,
which includes development, neuroscience,
learning and cognition, personality theories,
psychological disorders, and therapy.


Dual Enrollment           


Intro to Psychology


AP Research


AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone
experience, allows students to deeply explore an academic
topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest.
Students design, plan, and implement a yearlong
investigation to address a research question. Through this
inquiry, they further the skills they acquired in the AP
Seminar course by learning research methodology,
employing ethical research practices, and accessing,
analyzing, and synthesizing information. Students reflect
on their skill development, document their processes, and
curate the artifacts of their scholarly work through a
process and reflection portfolio. The course culminates in
an academic paper of 4,000–5,000 words (accompanied
by a performance, exhibit, or product where applicable)
and a presentation with an oral defense.


Game Design &


Development


This semester course will require students to delve into an
authentic simulation of how game developers research,
design, test, revise, and then market their video games.
Students will learn to program/code in an array of
programs and develop games on an variety of platforms. 
Further, students will routinely review the work of peers
as all those enrolled engage in the iterative design process
to develop, test, revise, and re-test their games.  The units
of study in this course are:


Analysis and Deconstruction of Non-Digital Games
Careers in Game Design & Development
Coding and Game Development
VR Content Evaluation & Creation
From Fortnite Creative to Unreal Engine
Develop and Publish a Game


by Jennifer Raphaels, Supervisor of Social Studies


by Tom Misiak, Science & Technology Supervisor


We are now offering 3 exciting new electives at Ridge!
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The Communication Council will
serve as the liason between school
representatives (parents, students,
teachers and administrators) and
our community as we work to
implement the district's strategic
plan.  At Communication Council
meetings, liaisons will hear from
administrators about our work and
share input from their constituency
group.


As we work on district initiatives, we want to hear from students, parents and teachers!  Our first Strand
Committee Town Hall meetings have been scheduled on the topics below.  Look for additional meetings on
other strategic plan topics to be scheduled as our work continues.


Health Curriculum Review/15
Additional Days Discussion Topics:


How are we using the additional
time in Health?
What is Skills-Based Instruction?
How were the topics selected?
Are we going to add any more
time next year?
How does this impact Option II?


 


RHS Master Schedule Change Discussion Topics:
What are the options being considered?
How will science labs be scheduled?
How will music lessons and sectionals be
scheduled?
Where will we eat lunch?
What are the benefits of a rotating drop, block
schedule?


Later School Start Time Discussion
Topics:


What does the research say about
adolescent sleep needs?
What issues do we need to resolve
in order to change the start time?
How will this affect athletics and
other after school activities?
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